
Grading Guide (Based on Writing Traits, AP exams, and Understanding by Design)

Signs of a 9-8, a four, or an “A” 92+:


--Mature understanding of a given topic (plays with ideas; understands subtleties;


can see several sides of an issue)


--Thorough, organized work

--Creative, well-supported ideas

--Critical-thinking clearly present

--Effective at communicating (strong control of language and ideas) 

--Applies previous knowledge and concepts to new situations and problems with

skill and insight

Signs of a 7-6, a three, or a “B” 82+:


--Solid understanding of a given topic (starts to take basic ideas to deeper levels)


--Skilled work, but lacks the care and detail of an “A”


--Ideas supported, for the most part


--Competent organization overall


--Communication hindered by some flaws in spelling, punctuation, etc. 

Signs of a 5, or a two, or a “C” 72+:


--Basic understanding of a given topic (gets the main ideas, but does not go 


beyond the surface)


--Work is done adequately


--Ideas may be over-generalized and / or lack support in places


--Should re-organize work to make it more effective


--Quite a few errors and problems with spelling, punctuation, etc.

Signs of a 4-3, a one, or a “D” 62+:


--Limited understanding of a given topic (struggles to grasp main ideas, let alone


more sophisticated aspects)


--Ideas are vague and rarely supported


--Lacks organization


--No evidence of proofreading or rethinking of ideas in order to communicate 


effectively.

Signs of a 2-1, a required re-write, or an “F” 61%-:


--Does not grasp even the basics of a given topic


--Incomplete, unsupported, and sloppy


--Seems thrown together at the last minute; overall, misses the assignment’s goals   


