
PODCASTING QUESTIONS:

What is a Podcast?

A podcast is simply a personal audio broadcast.  An audio broadcast which includes video is sometimes referred to a  ‘vodcast.’  While the name ‘podcast’ comes from Apple’s brand name MP3 player, one does not have to have an iPod to create a podcast.  The digital audio (or video) can be created in variety of ways and downloaded to any MP3 player or computer.  Think of podcasting as an audio ‘blog,’ where creators can share daily, weekly, or monthly broadcasts with a subscribing audience.  

What is the easiest way to create a podcast?  

Basically, any podcaster will need two things:  a program to create the digital audio (the MP3) and a place to store the audio which can accommodate something called an RSS feed. (RSS stands for ‘real simple syndication’ and essentially allows you to send your podcasts to listeners and/or allows listeners to retrieve your podcast.) Let’s talk about the program you will use to create your audio first.  In my classroom, I use an open-source (free) software program called Audacity.  I work with PCs, but there is a Mac version.  
You can download Audacity here:  http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
For Mac users -- GarageBand http://www.apple.com/ilife/tutorials/garageband/gb3-1.html
You can find really clear tutorials here:

GarageBand tutorial – http://edseminars.apple.com/seminars/online_event.php?eventID=1
Audacity tutorial - http://audacity.sourceforge.net/help/tutorials
Not to get too technical, but to create MP3 files, Audacity  requires an external program called LAME, which it uses to encode and decode the MP3.  You can find the information you need to learn how to associate the LAME file with Audacity at the same source, above.  Just follow the steps.  It actually sounds much more complex than it is!

So now that I’ve created an MP3, how can I publish it?

The MP3 recording made by the student or teacher podcaster may be posted to the web-- to the school or teacher’s web page, Blackboard, a blog, or other web site.   The audience then downloads the MP3 to a computer or a portable MP3 player.  Technically, though, the MP3 is not a ‘podcast’ until it is syndicated an available through a podcatcher.  The most well-known podcatcher is iTunes (you can download iTunes for free).  Podcatchers allow your audience to subscribe to your podcast, available through the RSS feed described above.  There are several ways to create a location for this RSS feed for free, if you are willing to grapple with the messy details of the RSS feed language.  Some possible tutorials to check out if you want a free option include:

Yahoo Podcasting - http://podcasts.yahoo.com/publish/
Making a Podcast with Feedburner and Blogger: http://www.podcastingnews.com/articles/Make_Podcast_Blogger.html 
For myself, I take the easy way and pay $5/month to Slapcast.com.  This is the same site that hosts the Jamestown Elementary podcasters, featured in the last NEA magazine.  This site allows its members to upload their MP3s (also video files) and handles all of the creation of the RSS feed for us!  Once you subscribe and start uploading your work, all you have to do is submit your podcast to iTunes (they have a very easy step-by-step process).  You update your feed by clicking the little orange RSS button whenever you upload a new MP3.  It is that easy.

Another resource:

Podcasting in Education - http://www.apple.com/education/resources/podcastingvideos/
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