
PODCASTING QUESTIONS:

What is a Podcast? [image: image2.png]



A podcast is simply a personal audio broadcast. It is you—or your students—recording conversation about a topic of interest for broadcast to an audience.

 An audio broadcast which includes video is referred to as a  ‘vodcast.’  
While the name ‘podcast’ comes from Apple’s brand name MP3 player, one does not have to have an iPod to create a podcast.  The digital audio (or video) can be created in variety of ways and downloaded to any MP3 player or computer.  Think of podcasting as an audio ‘blog,’ where creators can share (daily, weekly, or monthly) broadcasts with a subscribing audience.  

[image: image3.wmf]
What is the easiest way to create a Podcast?   
Basically, any podcaster will need two things:  
· A program to create the digital audio (the MP3) and 
· A place to store the audio which can accommodate something called an RSS feed. (RSS stands for ‘real simple syndication’ and essentially allows you to send your podcasts to listeners and/or allows listeners to retrieve your podcast.) 

Let’s talk about the program you will use to create your audio.  Audacity is an open-source (free) software program.  (Available in Mac and PC versions) The program looks and functions much like an ‘old-fashioned’ tape recorder.
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Screenshot of PC version
Advanced Technical Tip:

Once you’ve downloaded Audacity, if you want to create MP3 files, you will also need to download something called a ‘LAME’ file.  Audacity uses this external program to encode and decode the MP3.  Audacity will only ask you to associate the LAME file one time.  After that, the program will recognize the LAME file’s location.  Just follow the Audacity program prompts the first time you export an MP3.  Once we create an MP3, we will do this step together.
Step Two: Basics of Podcasting Publication:  

So now that I’ve created an MP3, what next?
Our MP3s need to hit the Internet ‘airwaves’ to be true “Podcasts.”  
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More information: Technically, the MP3 is not a ‘podcast’ until it is syndicated and available through a podcatcher.  A podcatcher is a program that ‘catches’ your MP3s at their location and ‘pulls’ or imports them into a single, standardized location.  The most well-known podcatcher is iTunes. 
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You can download iTunes for free at http://www.apple.com/itunes/download/
Where should I publish  my podcast?
Option one: The MP3 recording made by the student or teacher podcaster may be posted to the web-- to the school or teacher’s web page, Blackboard, a blog, or other web site.   Once there, the audience can download MP3s to a computer or a portable MP3 player.  
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Option two: To reach the largest audience, you want to post your 
MP3s to a site that provides an RSS feed.  An RSS feed is used to 
syndicate, or ‘push,’ content to your chosen podcatcher, such as 
iTunes (see above). 
Choosing an RSS-enabled location for your Podcast:
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There are numerous options on the web—podomatic, Slapcast, Gcast are just a few free options out there on the Internet.  We’ll use Gcast, just because Bess does not block it.  
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Go to: http://www.gcast.com/ and create an account.  
2. After you’ve created an account, upload the MP3 we made together.  
3. Click ‘subscribe to iTunes’ and the RSS feed will do all the work for you.  
4. Look in your iTunes library under ‘Podcasts’ and you will find your first official Podcast!
To have students subscribe to your podcast:

Go to your Gcast page.  
    Click the XML icon.  
    Copy the URL (it will look like this:

http://www.gcast.com/u/Yourname/main.xml).  Go to iTunes and select ‘subscribe to Podcast’ from the Advanced Menu.  Paste the URL code.  You (or anyone else who goes through the same subscription process) can access and request the most recent updates to your podcast from iTunes without ever going to any other site. 
Posting your Podcast to the iTunes store:
You can also have your podcast ok’d for inclusion on iTunes, so that all iTunes users have the opportunity to find and listen to and/or view your podcast.  To find instructions, go to iTunes store, 
Podcasts, 
Submit a Podcast, and 
Paste in your RSS feed address from Gcast.

Other resources:

Podcasting in Education - http://www.apple.com/education/resources/podcastingvideos/
Yahoo Podcasting - http://podcasts.yahoo.com/publish/
Making a Podcast with Feedburner and Blogger: http://www.podcastingnews.com/articles/Make_Podcast_Blogger.html 

Site that hosts the Jamestown Elementary podcasters featured in a recent NEA magazine-

www.Slapcast.com
You can download Audacity here:  � HYPERLINK "http://audacity.sourceforge.net/" \t "_blank" �http://audacity.sourceforge.net/�





You can find tutorials for students or self here:


Audacity tutorial - � HYPERLINK "http://audacity.sourceforge.net/help/tutorials" \t "_blank" �http://audacity.sourceforge.net/help/tutorials�








� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Feed-icon.svg" \o "The Firefox and Internet Explorer 7 Feed icon." �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/4/43/Feed-icon.svg/48px-Feed-icon.svg.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���� 


(The standard RSS icon looks like this).  
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